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The ZNA officially rolled out 
COVID-19 vaccinations for its 
frontline health workers on 25 

February 2021 at 2 Referral Hospital. The 
Chief of Staff Administration Staff, Major 
General Paul Chima led by example as he 
was the first to take the vaccine, followed 
by frontline health workers who were all 
inoculated on a voluntary basis.
Speaking after taking the jab, Major 
General Chima assured members that the 
vaccine was safe, urging them to take it. 
He further called on members to shun 
social media reports that indicated that the 
vaccine was not safe.
Speaking at the same occasion, ZDF 
Director General Health Services, 
Brigadier General Dr Godfrey Mutetse 
said, “The vaccine was donated from 
China and it was made by Sinopharm 
Pharmaceuticals in China. Countries that 
have approved and started to use the 
vaccine include United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Bahrain, Cambodia, China, Egypt, 
Hungary, Jordan, Morocco, Pakistan, 
Peru, Serbia and Seychelles, among 
others.”
Brigadier General Dr Mutetse also 
highlighted the importance of vaccines in 
fighting diseases. “Vaccination is the 
artificial infection of healthy people to 
induce immunity. Vaccines are one of the 

most effective public health tools at our 
disposal. Poor vaccine uptake, for various 
reasons, has resulted in deaths from 
preventable diseases.”
He further highlighted that vaccination 
exploits the ability of the immune system 
to develop immunological memory, so 
that it can rapidly mobilise its forces to 
fight infections when required. 
The roll out of the vaccination will also see 

frontline workers at all other Army health 
centres being vaccinated. The ZNA has 
played a pivotal role in the fight against 
COVID- 19 by supporting the national, 
provincial and district COVID-19 
response teams.

Army in COVID-19 Vaccination Roll Out 
Isau Njereka

The Commander ZNA, Lieutenant General Edzai Absalom Chanyuka Chimonyo talking to Major General David Sigauke and 
Major General Paul Chima soon after receiving his initial COVID-19 vaccination jab at 2 Referral Hospital on 26 March 2021.

Major General Chima getting the COVID-19 vaccination jab at 2 Referral 
Hospital on 25 February 2021.



Artillery Brigade donated farming 
inputs to 30 traditional leaders in 
Mashonaland Central Province 

on 12 November 2020 at Bindura Show 
Grounds. The farming inputs included 
fertilizers, maize and soya bean seed.
Each chief received 50 kilogrammes of 
both Compound D and Ammonia Nitrate 
fertilisers,10 kilogrammes of maize seed 
and two kilogrammes of soya beans under 
the Zunde Ramambo/Siphala Senkosi 
programme.  
Speaking during the handover ceremony 
of the donated inputs, the Commander 
Artillery Brigade, Brigadier General 
Sydney Chisichenyu Singizi said the 
relationship between the Army and 
traditional leaders dated back to the days 
of the liberation struggle and they should 
continue working together to ensure that 
peace and tranquility prevails in the 
country.
“Traditional leaders are the custodians of 
traditional values, and it is in this context 
that the military has an obligation to 
honour the traditional leaders,” Brigadier 
General Singizi said.
“ Yo u r  r o l e  r e m a i n s  p i v o t a l  i n 
contemporary politics because you are the 
custodians of the people, the environment, 

t h e  l a w  a n d 
m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t l y 
culture. Culture 
h e l p s  u s  t o 
understand our 
values, gives us 
meaning of life 
and ultimately 
g ives  us  the 
s t r e n g t h  t o 
ensure legacy 
f o r  f u t u r e 
generations.”
T h e 
C o m m a n d e r 
A r t i l l e r y 
Brigade also 
encouraged the 
c h i e f s  t o 
consc i en t i s e 
and educate the 
people on the 
P f u m v u d z a 
f a r m i n g 
concept so that the nation can retain its 
status as the bread-basket of Africa.
Speaking at the same ceremony, the 
president of the Mashonaland Central 
Province Chiefs Council, Chief Clemency 

Nembire thanked the Army for the inputs 
saying they would go a long way in 
improving yields in the province.

Artillery Brigade Donates Inputs to Traditional Leaders
 Solomon Chinaka 
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Commander Artillery Brigade, Brigadier General Sydney Chisichenyu Singizi 
handing over donated farming inputs to traditional leaders in 
Mashonaland Central Province on 06 March 2021.



Members of the Zimbabwe 
National Army have been urged 
to  be  a ler t ,  v ig i lant  and 

accountable in discharging their duties. 
The call was made by the Commander 4 
Infantry Brigade, Brigadier General 
Exsebious Tshuma during his tour of 
deployments in the Lowveld Area and 
along the border with Mozambique and 
South Africa. 
Citing the Chivhu incident in which 
criminals attacked members who were 
enforcing Covid-19 regulations in 
September 2020 as a case in point, 
Brigadier General Tshuma urged the 
troops to be always alert when discharging 
their duties. “Be extra alert, vigilant and do 
not relax or take things lackadaisically as 
the criminals out there are always alert and 
will capitalise on your weaknesses like 
what happened in Chivhu. You must be 
accountable for your actions and you are 
your brother's keeper. You offer protection 
amongst yourselves and colleagues,” he 
said. 
He outlined the roles and responsibilities 
of the troops and urged them to perform 
their duties in accordance with the force's 
constitutional mandate. “As soldiers, we 
must fulfil our constitutional mandate 
which is to assist Civil Powers and Civil 
Authorities. We are at roadblocks in order 
to assist the ZRP and in the Gonarezhou 
Transfrontier Park to assist Parks and 
Wildlife authorities for the protection and 
conservation of the flora and fauna of 

Zimbabwe.”
Brigadier General Tshuma ordered the 
deployed troops to adhere to COVID-19 
prevention protocols as they carried out 
their duties. “You are also here to curb 
smuggling activities and poaching of our 
wildlife from the Gonarezhou amid this 
COVID-19 pandemic. Observe all the 
COVID-19 precautions and protocols 

taught to you by medical personnel as you 
safeguard our national interests.” 
43 Reserve Force Battalion troops are 
deployed at Sango Border Post to curb 
illegal exit and entry and smuggling 
activities around the border from Crooks 
Corner, Corner 18, Mugibisi, Samu right 
up to Sango Border Post. 

Troops Urged to Stay Alert on Deployment 
Emmanuel Muchaziwepi 
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Brigadier General Tshuma addressing troops deployed on border control operations on 16 February 2021.

File Pic: Commander 4 Infantry Brigade, Brigadier General Exsebious 
Vusa Tshuma.





eadquarters Harare District Hbelatedly commemorated the 
National Tree Planting Day on 10 

December  2020 at  Dzivarasekwa 
Institutional Accommodation. 
The National Tree Planting Day is 
commemorated every year on the first 
Saturday of December and the 2020 
national tree was the Baobab Tree. To 
commemorate the day, Headquarters 
Harare District planted 62 trees.
Speaking at the Tree Planting Day, Chief 
of Staff Quartermaster Staff, Major 
General Hlanganani Dube, who spoke on 
beha l f  o f  the  Commander  ZNA, 
Lieutenant General Edzai Absalom 
Chanyuka Chimonyo, said members of the 
ZNA should play a leading role in 
afforestation to reduce the effects of global 
warming.
“Trees are an essential and indispensable 
part of our lives. They perform a variety of 
functions such as providing us with 
oxygen, food, wood, shade, cover and 
many more. They are a vital part of our 
environment and are essential  in 
maintaining the balance in the ecology. 
However, it is sad to note that in recent 
times, deforestation is on the rise,” he 

lamented.
Quoting from the famous French 
oceanographer Jacques-Yves Cousteau, 
Major General Dube said the ZNA 
strongly condemns the wanton destruction 
of the environment. “We, as the military, 
strongly condemn the destruction of our 
natural environment, particularly trees. 
Allow me to quote Jacques-Yves Cousteau 
who said, 'For most of history, man has had 
to fight nature to survive; in this century he 
is beginning to realise that, in order to 
survive, he must protect it'. These words 
truly express how disheartening the 
wanton destruction of our forests is,” 
Major General Dube said.
Meanwhile, Artillery Brigade also 
commemorated National Tree Planting 
Day on 17 December 2020 at the 
Formation Headquarters in Domboshava. 
In his address during the event, the 
Commander Artillery Brigade, Brigadier 
General Sydney Chisichenyu Singizi 
implored members of the formation to 
continue planting and nurturing trees for 
the benefit of future generations.
He also highlighted that trees play an 
important role in everyday life and as such 
they should be protected. “Trees naturally 

remove carbon dioxide  f rom the 
atmosphere during the process of 
photosynthesis and in turn release the 
pertinent gas, oxygen as a by-product.  In 
this natural phenomenon, trees directly 
reduce the growth of greenhouse effect 
and counter global warning,” he said. 
He further said that the theme of the year, 
'Plant Fruit Trees for Food and Nutrition,' 
resonates well with the predicament faced 
by humankind, that of food shortages and 
hunger brought by adverse weather 
conditions. “Planting trees will play a part 
in forest restoration to ensure that the 
Government Vision 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development is achieved. As 
a formation, we will strive to play our part 
in ensuring forests are restored in our 
Tactical Area of Responsibility in support 
of the agenda.
Brigadier General Singizi further 
highlighted that the planting of trees 
should be a continuous exercise and 
people should not wait for December to do 
that. 

Army Marks Tree Planting Day 
Staff Reporters
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Chief of Staff Quartermaster Staff, Major General Hlanganani Dube planting a tree during the National Tree Planting Day 
commemorations held at Dzivarasekwa Barracks on 10 December 2020.





Mutare-based 3 Engineers Field 
Squadron recently teamed up with 
the Norwegian People's Aid 

(NPA) to conduct a week-long Mine Risk 
Education Programme which ran from 14 to 
20 December 2020 in Buhera South. 
The awareness campaign was necessitated 
by the increase in cases of people injured and 
killed by landmines in the district. The most 
recent cases being the death of two cousins, 
Ozil and Tivakudzeishe Chipadza, who had 
been playing with an unknown object for a 
long time without knowing it was a grenade. 
It then fatally exploded in late November 
2020 killing the two at their homestead in 
Murowe Village.

After the incident, calls were made to the 
military authorities by the Buhera South 
Member of Parliament, Cde Joseph 
Chinotimba to assist the locals with the 
requisite knowledge in identifying and 
dealing with the explosive ordinances when 
they come across them to avoid unnecessary 
loss of lives. 
The team from 3 Engineers Field Squadron 
headed by the Officer Commanding, Major 
Kennias Mugiya joined arms with NPA, 
which  was  headed  by  Mr  Clayton 
Mavhumba. The team organised Mine Risk 
Education Sessions (MRE) in Buhera South 
where it was targeting local schools, 
gathering places and villages. They 

exhibited samples of mines and explosive 
ordnances, de-mining equipment and 
simulations of mine clearance operations. 
Schools that were covered include, Murove 
P r i m a r y  a n d  S e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s , 
Muzokomba Primary and Mutiusinazita 
Primary and Secondary schools. The team 
also educated the elderly at Mushongwe 
Growth Point, Chipadze, Zvekare and 
Muzokomba villages, among others. From 
the awareness campaign, it was noted that 
many villagers were unaware of the dangers 
posed by these explosives and were unable to 
identify them. 
The team was also shown bases used during 
the war of liberation and as a result most of 
the remnants of war were found hidden in 
and around these former bases. Some of 
these bases included Mashumba, Zvowanda 
and Mangwandi. In fact, Dzapasi Foxtrot 
Assembly Point which was located in 
Buhera was the biggest assembly point and 
had many bases. It is in and around these 
bases that a lot of unexploded ordnance 
devices are being found by the ill-informed 
villagers. This makes Mine Risk Education 
very crucial in such areas. 
Mine Risk Education has been an integral 
part of Mine Action programmes. The ZNA 
National  Mine Clearance squadron 
operating on minefields along the borders of 
the country has over the years relentlessly 
conscientised the communities in mine 
infested areas on the dangers posed by the 
landmines and unexploded ordnances to 
people, livestock and wild life.

Mine Risk Education for Buhera South Communities 
Staff Reporter
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Officer Commanding 3 Engineer Field Squadron, Major Kenias Mugiya educating school children on the dangers of Explosive Ordnance Devices in Buhera 
South during a Mine Risk Awareness Campaign on 11 February 2021.

An anti-personnel landmine exposed by the recent rains.



ZNA: Key Player in Disaster Management
Isau Njereka and Abigail Ncube

The Zimbabwe National Army has 
remained a key player in rescuing 
va r ious  communi t i e s  when 

disasters strike. Recently, the ZNA 
partnered with the Department of Civil 
Protection (DCP) and the Mazowe Town 
C o u n c i l  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  2 5 m 
Nyandarama Bridge that was swept away 
as a result of the bursting of Kent 1 and 
Kent 2 Dams in Mazowe District near Iron 
Duke Mine. 
Speaking in an interview with the ZNA 
Magazine after touring the reconstructed 
bridge, Commanding Officer 1 Engineers 
Support Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel 
Charles Zhurunawo said the ZNA was 
always ready to assist vulnerable 
communities when disaster strikes. 
Lieutenant Colonel Zhurunawo said 
construction of the damaged Nyandarama 
Bridge commenced on 5 February 2021 
and ended on 24 February 2021. “After 
receiving the instruction that we should 
reconstruct the damaged bridge in 
Mazowe, we did not waste any time. I 
conscientised the artisans on the need to 
speedily reconstruct the bridge to allow 
villagers to cross safely. I am glad we 
managed to meet our deadline,” he said.
The ZNA partnered with the DCP, 
Mazowe Town Council and locals in 
reconstructing the bridge. The DCP and 
Mazowe Town Council provided the 
materials that were used while the ZNA 
provided the much needed expertise and 
artisans for the project.

Meanwhile, 5 Engineer Squadron artisans 
teamed up with 1 Engineer Support 
Regiment artisans to reconstruct Bese 
River Bridge in Gokwe. The bridge had 
been swept away due to the incessant rains 
that continue to pound the country. Some 
of the materials used to reconstruct the 
bridge were donated by ZCC Bishop 
Nehemia Mutendi while some came from 
the Department of Civil Protection and the 
District Development Fund.
Over the years, the Zimbabwe National 
A r m y  h a s  b e e n  c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
undertaking various disaster management 

activities. In 2019, when Cyclone Idai hit 
the country, the ZNA was swift in its 
assistance of victims in Manicaland and 
Masvingo Provinces .  Working in 
conjunction with their South African 
Defence Forces counterparts, artisans 
from the Zimbabwe Corps of Engineers 
successfully constructed two Bailey 
bridges in Chimanimani Distr ict , 
Manicaland Province.
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Army Engineer artisans (in civilian attire) putting final touches to the reconstructed bridge 
across Nyandarama  River  in Mazowe on 18 February 2021.

File Pic: Engineer artisans reconstructing Kahlu Bridge in Plumtree on 21 August 2020.



The Zimbabwe National 
Army always prioritises 
t h e  fi t n e s s  o f  i t s 

s o l d i e r s .  A s  o n e  o f  t h e 
benchmarks to measure the 
fitness of soldiers, Battle 
F i t ne s s  Tes t s  (BFT)  a r e 
r e g u l a r l y  h e l d  i n  t h e 
organisation.
In line with this requirement, 
the Regular Officer Cadet 
C o u r s e  N u m b e r  3 / 3 7 / 1 9 
conducted its first BFT of the 
year on 12 of January 2021 at 
t h e  Z i m b a b w e  M i l i t a r y 
Academy, (ZMA).  
S p e a k i n g  t o  t h e  Z N A 
Magazine after the rigorous 
exercise, the Commanding 
Officer Cadet Wing, Lieutenant 
Colonel Last Sithole said 
officer cadets were supposed to 
be physically fit since they are 
t r a i n e d  t o  b e  f u t u r e 
commanders in the Zimbabwe National 
Army.
“It is important to ensure that cadets are 
physically and mentally strong as they 

are the future commanders of ZNA. 
Physical fitness is mandatory for every 
serving member of the Zimbabwe 
National Army, which is why all soldiers 
are expected to be fit at all times,” he 

said.  
Lieutenant Colonel 
Sithole said as part of 
military training, the 
BFT was critical in 
f u l fi l l i n g  t h e 
A c a d e m y ' s  v i s i o n 
which reads: “To be a 
r e p u t a b l e  a n d 
professional training 
institution for military 
officers in Zimbabwe 
and beyond, in the 
s e a r c h  f o r  p a r 
excellence in military 
training”.
Battle Fitness Test is 
c o n d u c t e d  i n  t w o 
phases. Phase one is 
walk and run for 2.4km 
w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e 
completed in less than 
20 minutes.  Phase two 
is an individual effort 

run for another 2.4km which has varying 
finishing timings depending with one's 
age and sex. 

Cadets Sweat it out on the Battle
Fitness Test
Nyasha Shamu
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Cadets taking part in a Battle Fitness Test at the Zimbabwe Military Academy on 12 January 2021.

Rigorous exercises such as carrying the 'Black Sabbath' are the
epitome of the Zimbabwe Military Academy to ensure physical
fitness of trainees hence their preparedness for the Battle
Fitness Test.



The Chief of Staff General Staff, 
Major General David Sigauke has 
urged all training establishments in 

the ZNA to work with the Training Branch 
to review the grading system being used at 
all Army institutions. He made the 
remarks when officiating at the joint 
graduation of the Company Group 

C o m m a n d e r s '  C o u r s e 
( C G C C )  a n d  P l a t o o n 
Commanders' Course (PCC) 
at all Arms Battle School, 
Nyanga on 27 November 
2020.
Major  General  Sigauke 
queried why, 40 years after 
integration, the highest grade 
one could achieve was a C+``. 
“At integration, some of us 
had no sound educational 
background to grasp the 
concept of military science. 
Now we are recruiting highly 
qualified school leavers, but 
the grades remain the same. 
Why is it so?” the general 
quizzed. 
The Chief of Staff further 

highlighted that it was not a crime for an 
individual to attain A or B grades if he or 
she attains the requisite points. The 
grading system in the ZNA is the 
percentage average of all the exams 
(theory and practical) an individual 
partakes during the course.

The 20-week CGCC which commenced 
training on 14 July 2020, was the second to 
be run this year. 26 students successfully 
completed the course. Graduands will be 
earmarked to command at company group 
level on completion of the course. 
The Platoon Commanders` Course, on the 
other hand, commenced training on 06 
July 2020. It was double-streamed 
resulting in seventy-six (76) lieutenants 
graduating. The course had a duration of 
21 weeks and covered three terms. The 
first term covered Range Management and 
Methods of Instruction. Term two covered 
the Conventional Warfare Package whilst 
Term Three was reserved for Low 
Intensity Operations and Disaster 
Management. 
The courses were run under the dark cloud 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. All preventive 
protocols were observed and enhanced 
which saw both courses being completed 
without any casualties. CGCC and PCC 
are practical courses that are run twice 
annually at All Arms Battle School for 
officers in the organisation.

Own Correspondent
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Chief of Staff General Staff Urges Training Institutions 
to Revisit Grading System 

File Pic: Troops on an exercise during training at All Arms Battle School in Nyanga in 2019.

Major General David Sigauke



he ZDF continues to engage in Tt raining act ivi t ies  meant to 
improve and s t rengthen i t s 

capabilities. In line with this thrust, 
various courses graduated during the 
period November 2020 to March 2021. 
The following are reports of some of the 
courses compiled by the  ZNA Magazine
reporters.
Officers Graduate with Masters' 
Degrees  a t  Defence  Univers i ty
Edmore Chaipa
The  Commander- in -Chie f  o f  the 
Zimbabwe Defence Forces, who is also the 
Chancellor of the Zimbabwe National 
Defence University (ZNDU), President 
Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa 
capped 32 students from Faculties of 
Social Sciences and Engineering who 
graduated with Master of Science in 
International Studies (Msc IS) and Master 
of Science in Software Engineering (Msc 
SE) degrees at the university campus in 
M a z o w e  o n  1 9  M a r c h  2 0 2 1 .
The graduation was initially scheduled for 
2020 but was postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic restrictions.
Of the 32 graduands, the Master of Science 
in International Studies had 20 students 
five of which were from the ZNA while 
o thers  were  f rom s is te r  secur i ty 
organisations and Government ministries. 

The Msc SE had 12 graduands, eight from 
the ZNA, while the remainder was from 
t h e  A i r  F o r c e  o f  Z i m b a b w e .
Speaking to the ZNA Magazine after the 
graduation ceremony, Lieutenant Colonel 
Justine Utete who graduated with a Msc IS 
Degree thanked the ZNDU authorities and 
staff for being supportive during their 
studies. Major Prissence Tshuma, who 
graduated with a Master's Degree in 
Software Engineering (Msc SE) said the 
knowledge they gained was going to 
benefit the ZNA and the country at large. 
Currently the University has three 
faculties namely the Faculties of Social 
Sciences, Engineering, Science and 
Innovation Hub as well as a Centre for 
Defence and Security Studies (CDSS) 
which runs the National Defence Course. 
The graduation ceremony was the second 
for the Engineering and Innovation Hub 
since the ZNDU was granted university 
s t a t u s  o n  1 6  N o v e m b e r ,  2 0 1 8 .
Joint Command Staff Course Number 
33 Graduates
Njereka Isau
A total of 155 senior officers graduated 
after successfully completing the Joint and 
Command Staff Course Number 33 at the 
Zimbabwe Staff College on the 26 
November 2020.  Presiding over the 
graduation ceremony, The Commander-

in-Chief, President Emmerson Dambudzo 
Mnangagwa applauded the Zimbabwe 
Staff College for being a strategic national 
military institution for implementing 
reforms towards capacity building, 
manpower and skills development.
“I am honored to preside over this 
graduation ceremony of the Joint 
Command Staff Course Number 33, 
confirming the Second Republic 's 
commitment to nurture and train young 
officers into the Command Structure of the 
Zimbabwe Defence Forces (ZDF). The 
Zimbabwe Staff College as a strategic 
national military institution is applauded 
for implementing reforms towards 
capacity building, manpower and skills 
development,” President Mnangagwa 
said.
T h e  P r e s i d e n t  c o m m e n d e d  t h e 
Commandant and the Directing Staff for 
adjusting the learning environment in 
response to challenges posed by the 
distressing COVID pandemic. The 
adjustments include virtually participating 
in exercises such as the Combined Joint 
A f r i c a n  E x e r c i s e ,  c o d e  n a m e d 
EXERCISE UHURU, which took place 
f rom 21  to  25  Sep tember  2020 . 
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continued on page 14...

Members Graduate in Various Courses 

His Excellency, the President and Commander-in-Chief of the Zimbabwe Defence Forces,  CDE E D Mnangagwa conferring 
the Master of Science in Software Engineering Degree to Major Sarudzai Maribha at the Zimbabwe National 
Defence University on 19 March 2021.



Lieutenant Colonel Livy Msipa (centre) handing over part of the goods donated by 
Tottengram Financial Services to Director Army Social Services, Colonel Cathrine Young 
Baron on 12 April 2020. Tottengram donated Personal Protective Equipment and stationery 
worth over RTGS$130 000.00 to Army Charities.

Conducting Border Control Operations is one of the Zimbabwe National Army's 
constitutional mandates under Military Aid to Civil Power. In the picture, 
members of the ZNA and ZRP are jointly checking confiscated goods at Beitbridge 
Border Post in March 2021.

Lest we forget: The late Brigadier General Collin 
Moyo (Rtd) at the height of the liberation struggle.

Service Chiefs led by the Commander Defence Forces General Philip Valerio Sibanda arriving at State House for the virtual 
2021 Independence Day celebrations. 
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During the exercise,  part icipants 
interacted with their counterparts in 
Botswana, South Africa and Zambia as 
they deliberated and proffered solutions,” 
he added. 
Platoon Sergeants' Course Graduates
Phanuel Masewu 
Seventy-five students graduated after 
completing a twenty-week Platoon 
Sergeant's Tactics Course at Mounted 
Regiment, Amoth Norbet Chingombe 
Barracks  on 27 November  2020.
Conferring certificates to the graduands, 
the Guest of Honour, Brigadier General 
Administration Staff Brigadier General 
Vudzijena congratulated the students for 
enduring during the course which was 
undertaken amid COVID-19 pandemic 
restrictions. “Congratulations to those 
who managed to excel in this military 
course. The certificates you are getting 
t o d a y  a r e  a  r e fl e c t i o n  a n d 
acknowledgement of your performance 
during the course,” said Brigadier General 
Vudzijena.
The course commenced on 13 July 2020 

with eighty students and only seventy-five 
managed to graduate. Three students 
dropped out due to medical reasons while 
the other two were discharged on 
disciplinary grounds.
Personal Computer Maintenance and 
Basic Networking Course Graduates
Isau Njereka
The Deputy Commander Harare District, 
Lieutenant Colonel Lamont Ndlovu called 
on army specialists to serve in earnest for 
the benefit of the organisation. He made 
this call as he graced the graduation 
ceremony for Personal Computer (PC) 
Maintenance and Basic Networking 
Course at Josiah Magama Tongogara 
Barracks Information Technology 
Training School on 27 November 2020.
“As computer technicians, you must be 
honest in the handling of resources such as 
Information Communication Technology 
equipment. You must be diligent and 
meticulous in your effort to manage 
r e sou rce s .  Th i s  means  avo id ing 
cannibalism and stealing of computer and 
printer spares. Be warned, never abuse 

your knowledge for sinister purposes. Do 
not work in a vacuum, but consult, advise, 
and cooperate with others. You must be 
cognisant of the fact that, for you to 
achieve tangible results, you should 
maintain a pleasant disposition,” said 
L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  N d l o v u .
T h e  P C  M a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  B a s i c 
Networking Course was meant to equip 
the students with knowledge and skills 
that would enable them to repair and 
maintain computers and printers at their 
respective units. The course covered seven 
modules  namely,  In t roduct ion to 
Computer Fundamentals, Introduction to 
Computer Operating Systems, Software 
Installations, Hardware Repair and 
Main tenance ,  Bas i c  Ne twork ing 
Fundamentals, Computer Security   and 
T r o u b l e  S h o o t i n g . 
The course had an enrolment of 31 
students of which four were Zimbabwe 
Women Service members. 

Members Graduate in Various Courses

Graduates of the Master of Science in Software Engineering Degree posing for a group photo at the Zimbabwe National 
Defence University on 19 March 2021.

...from page 12
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he Minister of Defence and War TVeterans Affairs, Cde Oppah 
M u c h i n g u r i - K a s h i r i  h a s 

challenged the Zimbabwe Staff 
Col lege  to  enr ich  i t s  t r a in ing 
curriculum in order to prepare officers 
to adequately respond to security 
threats affecting the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) and 
the African continent at large.
She said this while officiating at the 
combined graduation ceremony of the 
Diploma in Defence and Security 
Studies and the Diploma in Adult 
Education at the Zimbabwe Staff 
College on 23 November 2020.
“I am delighted to note that students 
from the country's Security Services 
and friendly nations continue to enrol 
with the Zimbabwe Staff College on 
academic programmes. This is a clear 
demonstration of the confidence they 
have in the training standards of the 
College. I, therefore, challenge the 
College to ensure that standards are not 
only maintained but also that the 

training curriculum is enriched in order 
to prepare the officers to respond to the 
contemporary security challenges 
affecting our region and the African 
continent at large.”
The Minister said the region was under 
serious threats from acts of terrorism 
and other forms of asymmetric threats 
which require sophisticated strategies 
to overcome. “Our region is under 
serious threats of terrorism and other 
forms of non-traditional threats which 
require sophisticated strategies to 
overcome.  In  tha t  regard ,  our 
Government is deeply concerned about 
the deteriorating security situation in 
Mozambique, which is threatening 
p e a c e  a n d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  r e g i o n . 
Mozambique is our gateway to the sea 
and as such, any form of attack on our 
neighbour has a direct impact on us. 
There is need for collective effort in the 
region to deal with this emerging 
threat,” she said.
She added that the region has not been 

spared by the adverse effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic saying it posed a 
serious threat to human security. “The 
entire world is still grappling to find a 
cure to this menace. As the Chairperson 
of the COVID-19 Taskforce, I am 
deeply concerned that our people are 
beginning to relax in adhering to the 
containment measures put in place by 
Government. It should be noted that, in 
the past eight months, we had made 
tremendous strides in fighting the 
pandemic. Any laxity in adhering to 
these restrictions as we enter the second 
wave will be disastrous. I, therefore, 
call upon members of the security 
services to be aggressive in ensuring 
that the restrictions laid down by 
Government are enforced,” she said. 
Cde Muchinguri-Kashiri congratulated 
the 158 graduands for successfully 
completing their respective diploma 
programmes.

Zimbabwe Staff College Challenged to Enrich Training Curriculum
Hardlife Mwatutsa
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The Minister of Defence and War Veterans Affairs, Cde Oppah Muchinguri-Kashiri officiating at the joint graduation ceremony 
for the Diploma in Defence and Security Studies and Adult Education at the Zimbabwe Staff College on 23 November 2020.



5 Infantry Brigade Unveils Dog Breeding 
Programme   

Gordon Chipango

eadquarters 5 Infantry Brigade Hcontinues to spearhead various 
pro jec t s  in  the  Zimbabwe 

National Army with the latest being the 
Belgian Malinois Dog Breeding and 
Training Venture which started in October 
2020. 
The Belgian Malinois dog breed, which is 
considered to be very intelligent, is used 
by the Zimbabwe Military Police and 
other security services for crowd dispersal 
and the sniffing out of drugs and 
explosives.  
In an interview with the ZNA Magazine, 
Officer Commanding 5 Provost Company, 
Major Lennon Chimusimbe said the 
company was pleased to have been tasked 
to breed the dogs which would be useful to 
the whole organisation and the country at 
large.
“The formation was tasked to keep three 

female dogs and one male for breeding 
purposes. After breeding, the puppies will 
be distributed to other formations where 
they will be trained and used by members 
of the Zimbabwe Military Police,” Major 
Chimusimbe said.  
According to dog master, Sergeant 
Chakauya Alex, the dogs are taken care of 
in accordance with standard health 
protocols which include vaccination. 
“These dogs are vaccinated against 
various diseases as is done with all other 
dog breeds. Vaccination starts at six weeks 
when they receive their first parvovirus 
vaccination. The second parvovirus 
vaccination occurs after nine weeks. After 
one year, they are vaccinated against 
rabies and Seven-in-One disease. The 
rabies and seven in one vaccination is then 
repeated annually thereafter, he said.
One of the dog instructors, Sergeant 

Matiza Nowel outlined the attributes 
required in a police dog and highlighted 
how they are trained. “The dog which is 
trained for crowd dispersal duties has to be 
at least one year six months old and it has 
to have a strong anatomy since we use 
choked chains to properly handle the dog 
during training and real situations. The 
training basically takes six to eight weeks 
and it includes Kennel Management, 
which comprises cleaning of the water 
troughs and the kennel itself. This process 
benefits both the handler and the dog as 
they have to forge a close relationship 
which is essential in actual operations. As 
for those that are trained for drug sniffing, 
they are trained to sniff drugs perceived to 
be commonly used by the particular 
population,” said Sergeant Matiza.
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Dog trainers feeding a canine troop and its puppies at Headquarters 5 Infantry Brigade on 03 March 2021.



he Chief of Staff Quartermaster TStaff, Major General Hlanganani 
D u b e  h a s  c a l l e d  o n  Z N A 

procurement officers to shun corruption 
when conducting their daily duties. He 
made the call  during a three-day 
sensitisation workshop conducted by the 
Procurement Regulatory Authority of 
Zimbabwe to ZNA Northern Region 
p r o c u r e m e n t  o ffi c e r s  a t  A r m y 
Headquarters from 9 to 11 November 
2020. 
The workshop, which was attended by 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f 
Procurement Directorate and Directorate 
of Army Finance from the Northern 
Region, was meant to equip participants 
with the knowledge of new procurement 
s y s t e m s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  a s  t h e 
organisation prepares to migrate to a new 
procurement system. 
Officially closing the workshop, Major 
General Dube underscored the need for 
ZNA procurement officers to abide by the 
procurement regulations and ethics. “I 
want to urge you to desist from corrupt 
activities when awarding tenders and 
contracts. This is bad for our economy and 
harmful to the organisation,” he said. 

“Let me reiterate that the ZNA has taken a 
zero tolerance stance against corruption 
and deliberate violation of procedures. In 
this respect, severe disciplinary measures 
will be taken against those caught on the 
wrong side of the procurement regulations 
irrespective of position or rank.” 
Speaking at the same seminar, the then 
Director Procurement in the ZNA, 
Colonel Amos Roy Svovanapasi said the 
workshop was an eye opener to the 
participants. “We now need to adapt to the 
new procurement system and completely 
abandon the old system. Any violation of 
the new procurement system will be an 
offence and you will be held accountable. 
As presented during this workshop, all 
procurement practitioners will take an 
oath of compliance to the new system 
hence the need to appreciate and 
understand these new procedures. The 
ZNA Command Element has declared 31 
December 2020 as the last day to cease all 
old procurement systems and complete the 
migration process,” he said.
The seminar covered several modules 
which include, Public Procurement and 
Public Procurement Principles, Effective 
Planning, Technical Requirements and 

Qualifications of Bidders, Methods of 
Procurement, Procedures for Competitive 
and Restricted Bidding, Procurement of 
Consultancy Services, Transparency and 
Integrity, Contract Management and 
Procurement Plans and Reports.
Meanwhile ,  Major  General  Dube 
launched the Quartermaster Staff Branch 
Performance Management Directive for 
2021 on 4 December 2020 at Josiah 
Magama Tongogara Barracks.
The aim of the Performance Management 
Directive was to outline Quartermaster 
Staff Branch Performance objectives and 
tasks for 2021. 
Speaking at the launch, Major General 
Dube congratulated members of the 
branch for working hard to ensure a 
successful 2020 despite inadequate 
budgetary support. He said although much 
of the undertakings for 2020 were not met, 
the branch managed to write success 
stories for the year. 
“Let me take this opportunity to applaud 
and congratulate all officers, men and 
women for the achievements made in 
2020. 

Calls for Transparency in Procurement System

Isau Njereka and Hardlife Mwatutsa

...as 2021 Quartermaster Staff Branch Performance Management Directive is Launched

continued on page 18...
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Chief of Staff Quartermaster Staff, Major General Hlanganani Dube addressing participants during a Procurement Seminar 
at Josiah Magama Tongogara Barracks on 11 November 2020.



T h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  2 0 2 0  w a s 
characterised by the COVID-19 
pandemic which affected the attainment 
of most of our objectives. I want to 
acknowledge the efforts you all put at 
respective levels to ensure that the 
pandemic was to a large extent 
contained. Notable successes were in the 
support rendered to 'Operation Abasha 
Corona' and all training activities at 
various training institutions. The 
relocation of the Junior Staff Course to 
Magunje Barracks and Young Officers 
Course (YOC) to 53 Infantry 
Battalion, as well as the Grain 
Distribution programme were other 
remarkable achievements. As we 
focus on supporting recruitment, 
t r a i n i n g  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l 
commitments for 2021, it is critical 
that we build on our successes and 
improve on our shortcomings,” 
Major General Dube said.
The Chief of Staff Quartermaster 
Staff highlighted that, the focus for 
2021 would be to fulfil 2020 
objectives and target new ones for 
2021. “Cases in point include the 
outs tanding resusci ta t ion of 
Returned Stores Group (RSGs), 
establishment of a printing press in 
the Southern Region, completion of 
outstanding construction works, 
implementation of Integrated 
Vehicle Management System and 
networking of the Equipment 
Management System,” he said.
Major General Dube said, as 
informed by Commander ZNA's 
vision and Training Directive for 
2021, the Quartermaster Staff 
Branch is expected to adequately 
support the Commander's training 
needs. The Training Directive 
identified Key Result Areas for the 
Branch that includes Logistics 
support to the Battalion Group 
Commanders' Course, double 
streamed Joint Command and Staff 
Course, General Duty Training at 
Recruit Training Depot, Regular 
Officer Cadet Course among others. 
Also to be supported are courses for 
Non-Commissioned Members to be 
run at various formations and 
training establishments.
The Chief of Staff directed that the 
procurement of the Printing Press 

for the Southern Region was to be 
prioritised in the year 2021. He added 
that all outstanding construction work 
was to be completed. Some of these 
construction programmes include the 
Zimbabwe Military Academy Phase 2, 
Dzivarasekwa, Khumalo, Imbizo 
housing projects, 1 Air Defence 
Regiment Zimbabwe Women Service 
barrack, Josiah Magama Tongogara 
Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess 
among others.
 

...from page 17
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“Let me reiterate 
that the ZNA has taken 

a zero tolerance stance against 
corruption  and deliberate violation

of procedures. In this respect, severe 
disciplinary measures will be taken 

against those caught on the wrong side 
of the procurement regulations 

irrespective of position 
or rank.” 



The Commander-in-Chief of the ZDF, 
President Emmerson Dambudzo 
Mnangagwa promoted four colonels 

to the rank of substantive brigadier generals 
with effect from 10 November 2020. The 
promotion was in terms of Section 15 (1) (B) 
of the Defence Act (Chapter 11:02). 
The newly promoted were brigadier generals 
David Moyo, David Nyasha, Godfrey 
Ndumiyawo Mutetse and Charles Mashava.       
Conferring the ranks to the newly promoted 
general officers, the Commander ZNA, 
Lieutenant  General  Edzai  Absalom 
Chanyuka Chimonyo told the quartet to be 
prepared for more responsibilities following 
their promotion.  “Promotion to the next 
higher rank always comes with an increase 
and surge in responsibilities thus your 
promotion marks a turning point and 
transition from the experiences, duties and 
responsibilities of senior officers to those of 
general officers in the ZDF. In this vein, the 
organisation trusts that by assigning and 
entrusting you with such prestigious and 
enviable badges of rank, you shall 
reciprocate the gesture by thoroughly and 
professionally performing your given tasks 
and assignments while responding to the 
dictates of your new offices,” he said.
Lieutenant General Chimonyo told the 
newly promoted brigadier generals that their 
promotion came as a result of merit, 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s e r v i c e ,  c o n s i s t e n t 
dutifulness, hard work, loyalty, selflessness 
and patriotism. 
The Commander ZNA urged the newly 
promoted general officers to be wary of 
challenges ahead of them. “Let me highlight 
that military leadership, while exciting and 

adventurous, is not always rosy and has its 
own challenges that you should be able to 
withstand. These include, slander, murmurs 
of disapproval and at times frustrations but I 
want to encourage you to be tolerant, 
objective and accommodative in your 
approach to issues in your respective spheres 
of employment. It is only the tallest tree 
which suffers from the most violent storms 
and as a general, the worst of challenges and 
burdens will be yours to handle and 
shoulder.” 
Meanwhile, the President also promoted 24 
lieutenant colonels to the rank of colonel 
with effect from 23 November 2020. 
Speaking at the investiture ceremony held at 
Josiah Magama Tongogara Barracks on 30 
November 2020, the Chief of Staff 
Administration Staff, Major General Paul 
Chima said the promotions came after 
diligent assessments of the senior officers' 
performances. “Taking a cue from the 
Results Based Management System 
(RBMS), the Command Element is obliged 
to periodically monitor and assess your 
competencies through appraisal score 
sheets,  performance checklists  and 
benchmarking. Irrespective of your post and 
status of employment, Army Headquarters 
will employ both qualitative and quantitative 
means to measure your proficiency in those 
appointments. Senior officers are men and 
women of integrity and it is my hope that all 
you will step up to this challenge and deliver 
beyond expectation,” he said.
Among the newly promoted was Director 
Army Public Relations, Colonel Alphios 
Makotore. The promotion followed the 
upgrading of the Directorate's establishment 

which now has a Colonel as Director. The 
new establishment also allows for the 
appointment of Public Relations Officers 
(PROs) at battalion level. With the previous 
establishment, PROs were only deployed at 
formations, schools and regiments. 
In a related development, 54 majors were 
also elevated to the rank of lieutenant 
colonel with effect from 10 November 2020.  
Brigadier General Administration Staff, 
Brigadier General Milton Vudzijena 
presided over the ceremony on 23 November 
2020.
Brigadier General Vudzijena said the 
promotions were a transition from the 
experiences of a field officer to that of a 
senior officer in the Zimbabwe Defence 
Forces. 
“Senior officers are men and women of 
integrity and it is my hope that all of you will 
leave up to the challenges ahead of you and 
deliver beyond expectation. You are required 
to thoroughly and meticulously execute your 
given tasks and assignments. Always 
remember that your subordinates look up to 
you for guidance in times of challenges. 
Resources will never be enough but you will 
be expected to perform. Blame for things 
beyond your control and criticism of your 
ideas and decisions from your subordinates 
is something you should brace for,” he said. 
Among the newly promoted lieutenant 
colonels were six female senior officers. The 
Deputy Director Army Public Relations, 
Lieutenant Colonel Alex Zuva was also 
among the promoted senior officers.

Staff Reporters
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Chief of Staff Administration Staff, Major General Paul Chima conferring new ranks on Director Army Public Relations, 
Colonel Alphios Makotore at an investiture ceremony at Josiah Magama Tongogara Barracks on 30 November 2020.



he Zimbabwe Defence Forces TBenefit Fund continues to impact 
on the lives of serving members 

by ensuring that officers and men of the 
Zimbabwe Defence Forces have a roof 
over their heads. The Fund handed over 
2 5  t w o - b e d r o o m e d  h o u s e s  t o 
beneficiaries at Dangamvura Extension, 
Alloys Area in Mutare on 04 December 
2020.
Officiating at the handover ceremony 
where beneficiaries received certificates 
of occupation and keys to their houses, 
Commander 3 Infantry Brigade, 
Brigadier General George Chitsva 
implored the home owners to treasure 

the houses and not to be tempted to trade 
them off for ephemeral pleasures. “To 
those who have benefitted today, do not 
dispose off the houses as a way of raising 
quick money. Remember that the few 
dollars you may raise will be blown in a 
matter of minutes whilst a house in your 
possession is an asset and legacy for 
life.”
He further implored the beneficiaries to 
add value to the houses. “I want to urge 
you to develop them fully to the 
specification that you want and in 
conformity with the local authority's by-
laws,” he said.
The Commander 3 Infantry Brigade also 

advised the beneficiaries to honour their 
dues to the local authorities by paying 
monthly rates to the council.
Brigadier General Chitsva thanked the 
founding Commanders of the ZDF for 
mooting such a noble project that seeks 
to put a roof on each and every member's 
head. He further acknowledged the 
immense contributions rendered by 
Mutare City Council by availing stands 
to ZDF BF and checking on the 
w o r k m a n s h i p  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
construction project.  

Brian Muchero

Benefit Fund Hands Over Houses in Dangamvura
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Commander 3 Infantry Brigade, Brigadier General George Chitsva (centre) accompanied by Director Zimbabwe Defence 
Forces Benefit Fund, Colonel Blessing Chikukuza Maraire (left) officially handing over a house to Sergeant Nyikadzino Cainos in 
Dangamvura, Mutare on 10 September 2020.



Ch i r e d z i  We s t  M e m b e r  o f 
P a r l i a m e n t ,  C d e  F a r a i 
Musikavanhu, donated 400 litres 

of diesel, four brand new tyres and 
borehole pipes to Headquarters 4 
I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e  t o w a r d s  t h e 
formation's nutritional garden project. 
The donation was part of Cde 
Musikavanhu's drive towards 
improving the living conditions of 
those in need in his constituency.  
Speaking at the handover ceremony 
of the donated goods at  the 
formation headquarters on 07 
October 2020, the Commander 4 
Infantry Brigade, Brigadier General 
Exsebious Tshuma said, “I feel 
greatly humbled by the assistance 
we continue to receive from the 
corporate world. This donation, in 
particular, will go a long way in 
capacitating our garden project so 
that we will not incur high costs.”
Speaking at the same occasion, Cde 
Musikavanhu pledged to continue 
supporting the formation in its 
future projects. “I am more than 
prepared to partner you in a number 

of projects especially at your Brigade 
Farm as I am an Agronomist myself,” he 
said.
A bra inch i ld  o f  the  Format ion 
Commander, the 4 Infantry Brigade 
nutritional garden produce is coming in 
handy to complement rations supplied 

by Army Headquarters to the Brigade. 
The formation mainly concentrates on 
horticulture and vegetables which 
include cabbages, rape, tomatoes, 
spinach and onions.

Legislator Donates to 4 Infantry Brigade
 Denford Chimbwinya
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Chiredzi West Member of Parliament, Cde Farai Musikavanhu handing over materials for a nutritional garden project to 
Commander 4 Infantry Brigade at the Formation Headquarters on 09 October 2020.

Some of the donated materials for the nutritional garden being displayed at Headquarters 
4 Infantry Brigade on 09 October 2020.



ollowing the proposal by the FCommander Defence Forces, 
General Philip Valerio Sibanda to 

have Provincial Military Cemeteries, the 
initiative received a major boost when 
Minister of State for Mashonaland West 
Provincial Affairs and Devolution, Cde 
Mary Mliswa-Chikoka recently gave the 
Army land for setting up a military 
cemetery in the province. Minister Mliswa 
made the offer in Chinhoyi to a military 
delegation led by the Chief of Staff 
Administration Staff, Major General Paul 
Chima.
According to General Sibanda's initiative, 
each province is earmarked to have a 
military cemetery where deceased 
members of the Zimbabwe Defence 
Forces will be buried. However, it is not 
mandatory as only those willing will be 
buried at these sites. Members are still free 
to opt to be buried anywhere they desire. 
The Mashonaland West Provincial 
Military cemetery will be located at the 
site where the Battle of Chinhoyi, which 
triggered the Second Chimurenga, was 
fought. Part of the site already designated 
as Mashonaland West Provincial Heroes 

Acre where a Shrine that is symbolic of the 
famous battle was also erected. The 
mil i tary cemetery wil l  thus be a 
continuation of history and legacy of the 
site which carries much significance to the 
country's liberation.
In her remarks at the meeting, Minister 
Mliswa-Chikoka said the province 
supported the idea of setting up military 
cemeteries which are meant to honour 
deceased members of the force. “The idea 
of setting a site for a provincial military 
cemetery for our beloved defence forces is 
noble as it honours the dedication and hard 
work that our men and women in uniform 
do for our beloved motherland. As 
Mashonaland West Province, we welcome 
the initiative and will surely support it,” 
said Honourable Minister Mliswa-
Chikoka.
In his address, Major General Chima 
informed the meeting that the idea of 
military cemeteries was not a new concept 
as other defence forces in the region and 
beyond already had such. “The whole idea 
with military cemeteries is to maintain 
history and accord decent burials to 
deceased members of the Zimbabwe 

Defence forces.
“The military cemeteries are meant for 
interring all the members of the ZDF 
across the ranks who cannot be interred at 
the National or Provincial Shrines. “Once 
these cemeteries have been established, all 
generations that will join the defence 
forces will be interred at such sites,” said 
Major General Chima.
Also to be kept at the military cemeteries 
will be the Operational History of the 
Zimbabwe Defence  Forces  s ince 
independence. Major General Chima 
highlighted that, “The land should be in 
the proximity of provincial capitals so that 
relatives of the deceased can visit the 
cemeteries on Defence Forces' Day.”
The Chief of Staff Administration Staff 
was accompanied by Commander 
Mechanised Brigade, Brigadier General 
Themba Bvunzai Mlambo and Director 
General Service Support, Air Commodore 
Simbarashe Muringa, among other senior 
and general officers.

Major Boost for Military Cemeteries Programme 
Josphat Yorodani
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The Minister of State for Mashonaland West Provincial Affairs and Devolution, Cde Mary Mliswa-Chikoka (centre) during a 
meeting with Chief of Staff Administration Staff, Major General Paul Chima (left) and Commander Mechanised Brigade, 
Brigadier General Themba Bvunzai Mlambo and Director General Support Services, Air Commodore Simbarashe Muringa 
in Chinhoyi, on 11 March 2021.



Soldiers have been urged to 
solemnise their marriages under 
Chapter 5.11 of the 

M a r r i a g e s  A c t .  T h e 
C h a p t e r  p r o h i b i t s 
polygamous relationships. 
The call was made by 
Harare District Chaplain, 
Major Godfrey Muranda 
when he presided over the 
wedding ceremony of 
Captain Moses Matongo 
o f  I n f o r m a t i o n 
Technology Directorate 
and his sweetheart, Cecilia 
Chiwomera at the Harare 
Dis t r ic t  Chapel  on 2 
December 2020.
Major Muranda implored 
soldiers to marry under 
this Act as it protects them, 
not only from sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs) such as HIV and 
AIDS but also from greedy relatives 
who are after property and other 
monetary benefits in the event of 
death. 

“There are three types of marriages in 
Zimbabwe as contained in the 

Marriage Act. These are Chapter 5.11, 
Chapter 5.07 and Customary Marriage 
(Living Together). With Chapter 5.11, 
it is easy to claim benefits or take over 
property in the event that one of the 
couple is dead. It gives all rights to the 

surviving spouse and children unlike 
with Chapter 5.07. This chapter is only 

recognised in Zimbabwe and 
allows a man to marry many 
wives. It is complicated in terms 
of claiming benefits and property 
after the demise of a spouse,” he 
said.
Major Muranda said the third 
chapter is the Unregistered 
Customary Marriage Law of 
Union which is almost similar to 
Chapter 5.07. He urged soldiers to 
shun it as it has its attendant 
complications.
Captain Moses Matongo is the 
first born son of Mr James and 
Mrs. Enfielder Matongo of 
Matongo Village, Nyanga, while 
his wife, Cecilia Matongo (nee 
Chiwomera)  is  the  second 

daughter of Mr and Mrs Korobi 
Chiwomera of Shiri Village in 
Nyanga. Their union was graced by 
workmates, relatives and friends. 

Couples Advised to Solemnise Unions under Marriages Act
 Hardlife Mwatutsa
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Captain Moses Matongo putting a ring on his wife, 
Cecilia Matongo during their marriage ceremony 
at Harare District Chapel on 02 December 2020.

Captain Moses Matongo and his wife, Cecilia Matongo displaying their marriage certificate during the marriage ceremony 
at Harare District Chapel on 02 December 2020.





ardly a day passes without Hheadlines in newspapers, radio 
and television channels on 

reports of natural or man-made calamities 
striking several parts of the world. 
Disasters always come with the loss of 
life, destruction or damage to property 
and infrastructure leaving vulnerable 
communities in dire need of assistance.  
Humanity has interpreted disasters in 
different ways depending on their 
perception, which in turn fashions the way 
a community prepares for and responds to 
a particular disaster.
What then is a disaster? The term 'disaster' 
owes its origins to the French word 
“Desastre”, which is a combination of two 
words 'des' meaning bad and 'aster' 
meaning star. This term therefore refers to 
a 'bad' or 'evil' star. The origins of the term 
often invoked the perception that deities, 
bad luck or nature's anger are behind the 
disasters.
The International Strategy of Disaster 
Reduction (ISDR) defines a disaster as “a 
sudden, calamitous event that seriously 
disrupts the functioning of a community 
or society and causes human, material, 
and economic or environmental losses 
that exceed the community's or society's 
ability to cope using its own resources”. A 
disaster occurs when a set of elements at 
risk are exposed to a hazard. Hazardous 
events have often been misconstrued as 
disasters, but when there are no elements 
at risk, they do not result in disaster 
situations. For instance, an earthquake 
that happens in the middle of a sea may 
not affect anyone unless if it triggers other 
geological hazards that reach the 
mainland.

The military has been actively involved in 
aspects of humanitarian assistance 
because of its readiness, preparedness, 
facilities, capabilities, mobility and 
systematic organisational structures. The 
involvement of the military in a disaster 
relief operation can be mandated 
statutorily or requested by the civilian 
authorities based on the military's 
physical assets. Emergency managers 
need to make the best use of essential 
assets such as military communication 
network facilities and manpower in 
disaster response. The chain of command 
of the military is one of the critical 
elements of an efficient disaster response 
as it enables timely decision-making and 
efficient coordination of response 
mechanisms.
Zimbabwe has had its fair share of natural 
disasters mainly in the form of droughts 
and floods, which come as a direct result 
of climate change. The most recent 
disaster witnessed in Zimbabwe was 
Cyclone Idai in March 2019. The cyclone 
was characterised by heavy rains and 
strong winds that triggered flooding and 
landslides. It resulted in loss of life, 
damage to homes, fields, schools and 
roads, and disruption to livelihoods. Areas 
in Chimanimani and Chipinge districts 
were hardest hit. Never in the history of 
Zimbabwe had a disaster of that 
magnitude and intensity been witnessed. 
Nearly over 270,000 people were affected 
with more than 51,000 displaced, death 
surpassed 300 and many others are still 
missing.
The military quickly moved in together 
with other governmental and non-
governmental organisations to salvage the 

situation. The Army carried out search 
and rescue operations, humanitarian 
assistance in the form of food distribution, 
p rov ided  emergency  hea l th  and 
communication facilities. It was also 
actively involved in the disaster recovery 
phase through restoring communication 
facilities like road networks, damaged 
bridges and assisted in the reconstruction 
of other critical infrastructure like 
bridges, houses and schools. 
It was during the Cyclone Idai disaster 
that Zimbabweans from across social, 
economic and political affiliations 
demonstrated that they could unite in 
responding to disasters. However, the 
involvement of multi-stakeholders in the 
disaster response mechanisms also 
created its own challenges. 
It was evident that the organisations were 
different in terms of their organisational 
structures, ethics cultures, capabilities, 
work flows,  responsibil i t ies ,  and 
priorities. In this regard, differences 
among these organisations led to different 
levels of effectiveness in disaster 
management. 
In order to mitigate the challenges 
encountered during the response to 
Cyclone Idai, there is need to update the 
Disaster Risk Management (DRM) policy 
in Zimbabwe, which came into effect in 
1 9 8 9 .  T h e  p o l i c y  m u s t  i n c l u d e 
comprehensive Standing Operating 
Procedures  (SOPs)  and  d i sas te r 
management plans that clearly spell out 
the command structure, duties and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s 
Government and non-governmental 
agencies  involved in  emergency 
responses. 

Armed Forces in Disaster Management
Major Tendai Cleopas Chirinda

continued on page 30...
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File Pic: ZNA Engineer artisans repairing a road damaged by Cyclone Idai in  Chimanimani in April 2019.



T
he COVID-19 pandemic robbed 
the Zimbabwe Defence Forces and 
the entire nation of four generals 

who succumbed to it between January and 
February 2021. The four are Brigadier 
General Collin Moyo (Rtd), Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade, 
Lieutenant General Dr Sibusiso Moyo 
(Rtd), former Commissioner General of 
Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional 
Services, Major General Paradzayi 
Willings Zimondi (Rtd) and Zimbabwe 
Ambassador to Mozambique, Lieutenant 
General Douglas Nyikayaramba (Rtd). All 
the four generals were declared national 
heroes and were buried at the National 
Heroes Acre. 

The late Lieutenant General Dr 
Sibusiso Moyo (Rtd).
The late Lieutenant General (Dr) Sibusiso 
Moyo (Rtd) who was Minister of Foreign 
A ff a i r s  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Tr a d e 
succumbed to COVID-19 related illness 
on 20 January 2021 at Arundel Medical 
Centre in Harare.
He was 59.
The late Lieutenant General (Dr) Moyo 
was born on 20 November 1961 at Mnene 
Mission Hospital in Mberengwa, under 
Chief Negove. He did his primary 
education at Masvingo Primary School 
before proceeding to Manama Secondary 
School. 
After realising the brutality of the 
Rhodesians, he, together with other 410 
boys and girls left school in the company 
of their teachers and Zimbabwe People's 
Revolutionary Army (ZIPRA) cadres to 
join the liberation struggle. They crossed 

the border into Botswana enroute to 
Zambia on 27 January 1977.
The late Lieutenant General (Dr) Moyo 
(Rtd) received military training at CGT 
Base in Zambia under the command of the 
current Commander Defence Forces, 
General Philip Valerio Sibanda. He then 
went to USSR for further military training. 
On return to Zambia, he became an 
instructor at various ZIPRA training 
camps.
At independence in 1980, Lieutenant 
General (Dr) Moyo (Rtd) was attested into 
the ZNA as a Green Board Officer with an 
equivalent rank to captain. Due to his hard 
work and dedication to duty, he rose 
through the ranks to the rank of major 
general, a rank he held until his retirement.
During his service in the ZNA, he held 
various appointments among them 
General Staff Officer (Grade Two) at Army 
Headqua r t e r s ,  Cou r se  Officer  a t 
Zimbabwe Military Academy, Directing 
Staff at  Zimbabwe Staff College, 
Commander  6  In fan t ry  Br igade , 
Commandant  Zimbabwe Mil i tary 
A c a d e m y ,  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l 
Administration Staff and Chief of Staff 
Quartermaster Staff, an appointment he 
held until retirement from the ZDF.
The late lieutenant general was a highly 
decorated officer who was awarded with 
the following awards: Liberation Medal, 
Independence Medal, Ten Years' Service 
Medal, Long and Exemplary Service 
Medal, Mozambique Campaign Medal, 
UNOSOM II United Nations Medal, 
Democratic Republic of Congo Campaign 
Medal and Grand Officer of the Zimbabwe 
Order of Merit Award.
In 2018, Lieutenant General (Dr) Moyo 
retired from the military service, 
whereupon he was appointed Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade. 
The late national hero made the often 
difficult transition from military to civilian 
life with amazing ease, adaptability and 
a lacr i ty.  He was  ins t rumental  in 
spearheading the engagement and 
reengagement policy of Zimbabwe with 
the world, as envisioned by the President 
Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa.
L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l  D o u g l a s 
Nyikayaramba (Rtd)  
The late gallant son of the soil, Lieutenant 
General Douglas Nyikayaramba (Rtd), 
whose Chimurenga name was 'Blessing 
Muhondo' passed on 09 February 2021 at 

St Annes Hospital, Harare. 
He was 61.
T h e  l a t e  L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l 
Nyikayaramba (Rtd) was born on 09 
January 1960 in Mutoko District, 
Mashonaland East Province. He did his 
primary education at Kowo Primary 
School before proceeding to Nyamuzuwe 
High School for secondary education in 
1974. He later sat for his Ordinary Level 
Examinations at Marlborough High 
School in Harare.  The late general officer 
grew up in a village environment where all 
the injustices of the colonial regime were 
manifested and that made him conscious 
of the political injustices prevalent during 
those times. 
The late freedom fighter joined the 
liberation struggle in 1977 and received 
military training at Tembwe Base Two in 
Mozambique and on completion was 
appointed Company Political Commissar. 

He later received regular military training 
in Tanzania at Nachingweya Training 
Base, Regiment Eight, in the intake 
“Fanya Haraka”. On completion of 
training at Nachingweya he remained as 
one of the instructors for Intake “Sasa 
Maliza''. 
After training he remained in Tanzania for 
the whole of 1978 as an Instructor until 
1979 when he was deployed in the Gaza 
Province as a detachment commander, 
where he remained until the ceasefire 
which led to Zimbabwe's independence.

Obituaries: Lieutenant General Dr Sibusiso Moyo (Rtd), 
Lieutenant General Douglas Nyikayaramba (Rtd), 
Major General Paradzayi Willings Zimondi (Rtd) and 
Brigadier General Collin Moyo (Rtd)
Staff Writers
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The late Lieutenant General Douglas 
Nyikayaramba (Rtd).



The late general was attested into the 
Zimbabwe National Army on 12 August 
1980 as an officer and he rose through the 
ranks up to major general, and was 
elevated to l ieutenant general  on 
retirement. He held several appointments 
during his service in the ZDF among them; 
Company Commander with 22 Infantry 
Battalion, Course Officer with the 
Company Commanders' Wing at the 
Zimbabwe Military Academy, Brigade 
Major with Presidential Guard where he 
witnessed the formation and training of the 
brigade. He was also Directing Staff at the 
Zimbabwe Staff College Junior Division, 
Commanding Officer  12  Infant ry 
Battalion, Commandant Zimbabwe 
Military Academy, Commander 3 Infantry 
Brigade, Chief of Staff Quartermaster 
Staff and Chief of Staff Administration 
Staff and Inspector General at Zimbabwe 
Defence Forces, the appointment he held 
until his retirement.
The late General Officer retired from the 
Z imbabwe Nat iona l  Army on  04 
September 2019 but continued to serve his 
country as Zimbabwe's Ambassador to 
Mozambique up to the time of his 
untimely death.Lieutenant General 
Nyikayaramba (Rtd) was a highly 
decorated officer who was awarded with 
the following awards; Liberation Medal, 
Independence Medal, Ten Years' Service 
Medal, Long and Exemplary Service 
Medal, Mozambique Campaign Medal, 
Democratic Republic of Congo Campaign 
Medal, Grand Officer of the Zimbabwe 
Order of Merit Award, Commander of the 
Most Meritorious Order of Mohlomi 
(CMMOM).
Major General Paradzayi Willings 
Zimondi (Rtd)
The former Commissioner General 
Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional 
Services, Major General Paradzayi 
Willings Zimondi (Rtd), whose nom de 
guerre was Cde Tonderai Nyika, passed 
away on 22 January 2021 at Arundel 
Medical Centre in Harare. 
He was 73. Major General Zimondi (Rtd) 
was born on 4 March 1947 in Uzumba 
District, Mashonaland East Province. He 
attended Makosa, Mvuma and Manyika 
Primary Schools before proceeding to 
Nyamuzuwe High School in Mutoko for 
secondary education.The late national 
hero skipped the border into Mozambique 
and joined the liberation struggle in 1974. 
He underwent military training at Mgagao 
Training Camp in Tanzania. After training, 
he was posted to Chimoio, Mozambique 
where he was appointed an instructor. He 
was then deployed to Gaza Province and 
was  appo in ted  F ie ld  Opera t ions 

Commander from 1977 taking over 
c o m m a n d  f r o m  C d e  H a p p i s o n 
Muchechetere. Later on he was deployed 
to Manica Province.
As the Provincial Commander for Manica 
Province, the late Major General Zimondi 
(Rtd) successfully commanded ZANLA 
combatants in many battles including the 
Ruda,  Gandayi  Attack on Umtal i 
(Mutare), Mavhonde and Grand Reef 
battles. In recognition of his exemplary 
leadership, command abilities, bravery 
and dedication to the liberation of 
Zimbabwe, Major General Zimondi (Rtd) 
was appointed member of the ZANLA 
High Command, whose mandate was to 
plan and direct the execution of the 
liberation struggle. 
At independence, the late freedom fighter 
was attested into the Zimbabwe National 
Army as a colonel and played a pivotal 
role during the integration process which 
amalgamated ZANLA, ZIPRA and the 
Rhodesian forces to form the Zimbabwe 
National Army. He then held various 
appointments in the ZDF including 
Deputy Commander 2 Infantry Brigade, 
Commander Presidential Guard Brigade, 
Colonel General Staff, Commander 1 
Infantry Bridge and Chief of Defence 
Intelligence, a post he held until his 
retirement from the ZDF in 1996. In 1997, 
h e  w a s  t h e n  a p p o i n t e d  D e p u t y 
Commissioner of the then Zimbabwe 
Prison Services (ZPS) before being 
elevated to Commissioner General in 
1998. In 2013, the late Major General 
Zimondi (Rtd) was instrumental in the 
rebranding of the ZPS to Zimbabwe Prison 
and Correctional Services (ZPCS). He 
retired from the ZPCS in October 2020.
The late national hero was interred at the 
National Heroes Acre on 30 January 2021.

Brigadier General Collin Moyo (Rtd) 
The late Brigadier General Collin Moyo 
(Rtd), whose Chimurenga name was 
“ R o d w e l l  N y i k a ” ,  p a s s e d  o n  a t 
Hematology Centre in Harare on 08 
January 2021. 
He was 66. Brigadier General Moyo was 
born on 23 July 1954 in Mberengwa under 
Chief Mapiravana in a family of 10. He 
joined the liberation struggle in July 1972 
and received military training at Morogoro 
Training Camp in Tanzania. He underwent 
the rigorous six months' semi-commando 
training at Morogoro Training Camp 
together with other 83 cadres. The late 
Brigadier General Moyo (Rtd) was 
instrumental in the formation and 
development of ZIPRA. In 1975, he was a 
trainer alongside instructors from 
Mgagao. On his return to Zambia, the late 
Brigadier General Moyo briefly stayed at 
Freedom Camp before deployment as 
R e g i o n a l  C o m m a n d e r  i n  F e i r a 
Luwangwa. He was also commander in an 
area that covered Mashonaland Central 

and Mashonaland West provinces. In 
1976, Brigadier General Moyo (Rtd) was 
selected to lead a group of 200 comrades to 
undertake specialised training in Moscow 
and Simferopol in the Crimean Peninsula.
The late Brigadier is also remembered for 
commanding several operations such as 
the Kavalamanja-Kakaro four-day battle 
in March 1978 code named by the 
Rhodesians “Operation Turmoil,” ZIPRA 
operations at Mana Pools Camp and 
Nkume Base attack, among others
At independence, he was attested into the 
Zimbabwe National Army and served with 
dist inction earning himself  many 
decorations.

Obituaries: Lieutenant General Dr Sibusiso Moyo (Rtd), Lieutenant General 

Douglas Nyikayaramba (Rtd), Major General Paradzayi Willings Zimondi (Rtd) 

and Brigadier General Collin Moyo (Rtd)
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The late Brigadier General Collin 
Moyo (Rtd).

The late Major General Paradzayi 
Willings Zimondi (Rtd).



Civil Military Relations Viewpoint: Understanding Zimbabwe's Liberation Heritage

Heritage in Zimbabwe and the 
world over comes in many 
forms and it  needs to be 

protected and safeguarded against any 
harm so that it can be passed on to future 
generations. Our heritage is our identity 
and the name Zimbabwe was derived 
from Great Zimbabwe ruins translated to 
'madzimbahwe' in vernacular meaning 
the house of stones. A heritage is defined 
as an enduring legacy, a definitive event, 
achievement, tradition or theory to 
which the peoples of a specific nation 
rally around, and have emotional 
attachments and which they are prepared 
to defend and to go to war if threatened 
or violated. This heritage often reflects 
the lives of our ancestors and often 
survives today only because of specific 
efforts to preserve it. The particular 
heritage and collective memory of each 
locality or community is irreplaceable 
and an important foundation for 
development, both now and into the 
future. 
Zimbabwe's liberation heritage can be 
defined as collective lasting elements 
that are manifest of the different facets of 
the fight for the liberation of Zimbabwe 
from colonial rule. It is thus inheritance 
from the struggle against colonial rule 
from the First Chimurenga/Umfazo 1 
and the Second Chimurenga. Basically, 
it is heritage in honor of fallen and living 
heroes of the l iberation war.  In 
Zimbabwe, liberation heritage was 
realised soon after 
independence as a way 
of memorialisation of 
Z i m b a b w e ' s  w a r 
h i s t o r y  a n d  i s 
expressed in a number 
of ways. As a way of 
p r e s e r v i n g  t h e 
memories of the bitter 
liberation struggle, the 
fi r s t  t h i n g  t h e 
Government did was to 
construct the National 
H e r o e s '  A c r e  a n d 
Provincial  Heroes ' 
A c r e s  a c r o s s  t h e 
country where the 
remains of those who 
subordinated their 
personal interests to 
the collective interest 
of  Zimbabwe as  a 
whole are interred. The 
comrades cherished 
q u a l i t i e s  s u c h  a s 
loyalty, dedication, 
patriotism and their 
actions were guided by 
t h e  i d e a s  o f 

comradeship and love. Above all, they 
endured pain, suffering, brutality with 
fortitude even unto death with some 
being detained under sub-human 
conditions by the notorious Rhodesian 
regime where they spent long spells in 
detention without trial.
In the United States of America, the 
national heritage is a deep rooted 
political legacy born out of the war and 
rebellion against Great Britain and this is 
embodied in the term 'republicanism'. 
The French, who are fiercely proud of 
their  her i tage,  have the  French 
revolution which climaxed in the 
storming of the Bastille palace and the 
slaughter of the nobility as their national 
heritage. Similarly, the nation of 
Zimbabwe has the ethos of the Second 
Chimurenga as the national and 
enduring political tradition. The Second 
Chimurenga ethos embodies political, 
cultural as well as economic principles 
which define and continue to sustain us 
as a nation. To destroy any nation, all one 
has to do is undermine that nation's 
h e r i t a g e  h e n c e  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g 
psychological war by the enemies of 
Zimbabwe to distort and demonise not 
only the Second Chimurenga war but 
those who participated in that war and 
especially the heroic leaders of that 
struggle.
War memorials and shrines are places 
where liberation war heroes are buried 
and there are also some structures that 

are erected in honour of gallant sons and 
daughters of Zimbabwe. In the country, 
there are some places that are associated 
with the memories of the liberation 
struggle like mass graves of victims of 
the liberation struggle, war memorials, 
battlefields/sites like Shangani/Pupu 
(Lupane), Chinhoyi Seven Heroes 
battlesite and Kamunonga battlesite 
(Masvingo), detention camps like 
Sikombela and Gonakudzingwa, statues 
of liberation icons, protected villages, 
massacre sites like Chibondo (Mt 
Darwin) and Butcher Site (Rusape). 
Assembly points occupied by freedom 
fighters at ceasefire are also forms of 
liberation heritage with Dzapasi 
Assembly Point in Buhera having been 
declared a national monument in 
January 2017 as it was the largest 
assembly point in Zimbabwe.
In Mozambique, Zambia, Tanzania, 
Angola and Botswana there are some 
memories attributed to the liberation of 
Zimbabwe. It was from these countries 
that both Zimbabwe African National 
Libera t ion  Army (ZANLA) and 
Zimbabwe People's Revolutionary 
Army (ZIPRA) established military 
bases and refugee camps from where 
cadres operated in liberating the country.  

Major Terrence Pangwai
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File Pic: Members of the Zimbabwe National Army led by Civil Military Relations Director, 
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The liberation struggle is an important 
component of Zimbabwe's heritage which 
is to be preserved for future generations. 
From early 1997, the Government of 
Zimbabwe started to make specific 
arrangements to address concerns about 
the preservation of liberation war burial 
sites in neighbouring countries. The 
National Museums and Monuments of 
Zimbabwe (NMMZ), whose mandate is to 
manage the country's heritage, was tasked 
by the Government to spearhead the 
graves identification and rehabilitation 
p rogramme.  The  Government  o f 
Zimbabwe then initiated Memoranda of 
Understanding between NMMZ and 
Na t iona l  He r i t age  Conse rva t i on 
Commission of Zambia and the National 
Directorate of Culture in Mozambique. 
Substantial work to preserve these sites 
was done in Mozambique and Zambia. In 
Mozambique there are sites such as 
Chimoio, Nyadzonya, Tembwe, Doroi, 
Escola, Tongogara and Nyangao. In 
Zambia there are sites such as Freedom 
Camp, Nampundwe, Mkushi, Kabwe, St 
Mary's Cemetery and Kavalamanja.
Study tours to both internal and external 
liberation shrines and memorials by 
officers and men of the ZDF will enable 
them to get first-hand information and 
have a clear understanding of Zimbabwe's 
mi l i ta ry  h is tory  f rom those  who 
participated in the liberation struggle. On 
the sidelines of a tour of Shangani/Pupu 

Memorial battlefied in Lupane by Tour 
Guides Course of 2019, the Director Civil 
Military Relations, Colonel James 
Makondore said, “When the whites came 
to colonise Africa, they changed our 
beliefs and our way of worship, they 
divided the continent into tiny pieces they 
could control and they continue to control 
several aspects of our lives up to date. 
They did not come to write and preserve 
our history but to impose theirs on us and 
to obliterate all that is African, thus it is our 
duty to record our history and the heroics 
of our ancestors and preserve it as our 
heritage for the benefit of future 
generations”.
As a way of preserving and memorialising 
Zimbabwe's liberation heritage, all 
military cantonment areas which bore the 
names of our former colonisers were 
renamed with names of our own liberation 
heroes. The name changes were necessary 
and made to signify a break from a painful 
and unwanted past. While officially 
renaming King George V1 Barracks to 
Josiah Magama Tongogara Barracks, His 
Excellency Comrade ED Mnangagwa 
indicated that, “By so doing we rid 
ourselves of the colonial mentality which 
regards all that is associated with Europe 
and the West with high esteem while 
placing a low opinion on our own value 
systems. The renaming of our institutions 
after some of these leading African 
military strategists goes a long way 

towards preserving the nation's history 
that we bequeath to future generations.” 
Today, the nation honours the gallant sons 
and daughters of Zimbabwe whose 
immense contribution unshackled the 
country from the yoke of colonialism. All 
Zimbabweans across the political divide 
come together to remember our fallen 
heroes and heroines from whom we owe 
this freedom that we are enjoying today. 
When we talk about Heroes Day, many 
people are quick to point out that the 
National Heroes Acre in Harare. Heroes' 
day is largely conceived by the general 
populace as a representation of only those 
who are buried at the National Heroes 
Acre. However, this is far from being the 
truth as each and every province in the 
country has heroes and heroines who are 
bestowed with highest honour measured 
against contribution rendered to the 
liberation of the country. These heroes and 
heroines are buried at their respective 
provincial and district shrines. The 
memories of the protracted liberation 
struggle need to be preserved and passed 
on to future generations from where they 
will marvel at the sacrifices made by the 
sons and daughters of Zimbabwe who 
shed their blood to liberate the country. 
LONG LIVE ZIMBABWE! LONG 
L I V E  O U R  L I B E R A T I O N 
HERITAGE!!!

Civil Military Relations Viewpoint: Understanding Zimbabwe's Liberation Heritage
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File Picture: Artistic murals in Lupane depicting the famous 1893 Battle of Pupu where King Lobengula’s crack force led by military genius and 
strategist, General Mtshana Khumalo defeated Major Allan Wilson’s patrol, blocking the capture of the King by colonial forces.



Disaster plans outlined in the policy have 
to be rehearsed during the disaster 
preparedness phase. This will eliminate 
duplication of effort by the responders, 
channel resources to neediest areas and 
improve the overall coordination in the 
response mechanism. 

stThe 21  century has seen a sharp increase 
in both natural and man-induced disasters 
thereby becoming a part of the way we 
l ive .  However,  most  people  now 
understand that disasters like earthquakes, 
floods or cyclones are not an arbitrary 
expression of the wrath of God, yet they 
are not fully prepared to help themselves 
when it occurs. This calls for a paradigm 
shift in the traditional roles of the Army, 
that is, the defence of the nation against 
perceived or real threats to national 
security and sovereignty. Therefore, in the 
event of a natural calamity, military and 
civil defence assets should complement 
the relief mechanism to overcome the gap 
between needs of affected communities 
and  the  cor responding  ava i lab le 
resources.
Although in Zimbabwe the Local 
Government Ministry through the 
Department of Civil Protection (DCP) 
takes a leading role in disaster risk 

management, more often than not the 
military have been more actively involved 
in disaster situations. The DCP, which is 
responsible for spearheading mitigation, 
preparedness, response and recovery in 
disaster situations, has some limitations in 

terms of resources and staff compliment.  
It has entirely played a coordinative role in 
the past disasters in Zimbabwe throughout 
the Disaster Management Cycle. 

Role of Armed Forces in Disaster Management...from page 25 
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File Picture: ZNA troops assisting villagers affected by Cyclone Idai in  
Chimanimani on 15 April  2019.

File Picture: Distributing food and clothing items to victims of disasters is a major role for troops on Disaster 
Management Operations as reflected above by members of ZNA during Cyclone Idai in Chimanimani in  
March 2019.



At 27, Black Rhinos Queens striker 
Emmaculate Msipa was certainly 
starting to open the window to 

throw away her dreams of playing in 
Europe. Then Spanish Segunda Division 
Feminina side CF Joventut Aimassora 
came knocking. 
She didn't have to go for trials, as is often 
the norm. Instead, the 2019 Footballers 
Union of Zimbabwe Player of the Year 
was given a one-year contract and was 
thrown into the match day team ever since 
she arrived in the European country. “I 
was about to give up the dream. You know 
playing in Europe is every player's dream 
but looking at my age and the fact that we 
spent over one year without playing 
football in Zimbabwe means I had to give 
up the dream. This is certainly a reason to 
smile.”
Yet, growing up in Harare's Budiriro 
suburb, playing plastic 'footballs' with her 
brothers, Msipa knew the road she wanted 
to embark on was bumpy and rugged. In a 
society which considered it taboo for girls 
to take a career in football, every hump 
stood in her way. But, fortunately, the 
talented star, had her family including all 
her five brothers behind her. That gave her 
a lift and cleared some of the firm hurdles 
erected by societal stereotypes. Soon, she 
would be drafted into the sharp women's 
football side, Mufakose Queens where she 
proved to be quite a revelation. 
She scored goals, hordes of goals and 
weighed in with dozens of assists, pity the 
system was and is still poor in terms of 
capturing statistics. Then, the mighty 
Black Rhinos Queens, the team which has 
bossed the Women's league since its 
inception just over a decade ago offered 

her a deal, too good to turn down.
 She quickly acquainted herself in the 10-
time league champions' system, building a 
formidable combination with the likes of 
Lynette Mutokuto, Talent Mandaza and 
Mavis Chirandu, among others. Msipa has 
not looked back ever since and the bumper 
move to Europe was always beckoning 
e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  h e r  i m p r e s s i v e 
performances at the Rio de Janeiro 
Olympics in 2016.
Fittingly, the forward, whose incredible 
stamina and an eye for goal underline her 
technical prowess has credited her 
meteoric rise to the Zimbabwe National 
Army outfit. “My family has been pushing 
me to work extra hard and Black Rhinos 
Queens gave me the platform to be who I 
am today. I am the only girl in a family of 
six and my five brothers have been 
incredible. They all played football at 
some point in their lives but they have now 
been pushing me to represent them well. I 
am delighted by this move which I have 
dreamt of since my formative years,” she 
said.
This is one of the biggest moves given 
women football in the country is still to 
really attain professional levels. Msipa 
said it is moves like hers which will help 
the game in the country grow. “It's not for 
me. The move is for my country and all the 
female footballers. I have to work extra 
hard in Spain to prove that there is talent in 
Zimbabwe. I can tell my colleagues that 
only hard work and discipline can guide 
them through. I have signed a one-year 
contract and I need to put my head on the 
block doing what I know best,” said 
Msipa.
Black Rhinos Queens secretary general 

Panganai Mahachi said the move could 
potentially open the way for others too.  
“The fact that Msipa did not have to 
undergo any trials as the club had already 
expressed their  sat isfact ion after 
fo l l owing  he r  ove r  t he  yea r s  i s 
confirmation of her talent. As Black 
Rhinos Queens, we are very much 
satisfied and we wish her all the best,” he 
said.
Msipa scored 24 goals in 27 appearances 
in 2019 helping the Army team win the 
league title for a record-extending 10th 
time. The striker has been part of the 
Mighty Warriors since 2010. She is the 
second Zimbabwean female footballer to 
ply her trade in Spain after team mate 
Rutendo Makore who had a successful 
stint with Sporting de Huelva in 2018. 
Makore is now back at Black Rhinos 
Queens.

Tadious Manyepo
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Emmaculate holding the CF Joventut 
Aimassora jersey after being unveiled.

Emmaculate (encircled) posing for a photo with other Black Rhinos Queens FC teammates before a match.

Not Even the Sky is the Limit for Rhino Queen Msipa



It was one hot summer day in early 
October 1977. We were seated under a 
huge mango tree and there were 

several such huge mango trees dotted 
around the Air Force Base in Beira, 
Mocambique. The main purpose of sitting 
under the mango tree was not purely to get 
shelter from the blistering heat but, 
occasionally, a huge ripe sweet mango 
would drop from the tree. The comrades 
would scramble and dive to be the first one 
to pick the mango. Food was scarce and 

these fruits would go a long way in 
providing the much needed and rare 
nutrition. But, the good thing is that at least 
three, four or even five comrades would 
get a bite. We used to share the little we 
had, remember mudzanga wechikwadzi!! 
Everyone who smoked would eagerly wait 
to get a 'pull'.
During all this frenzy, one Comrade, 
whom I later knew as Cde James Bond 
always sat at his favourite spot, with a self-
made 'banjo' guitar on his lap. He would 
play rhumba music and one of his 
favourite tunes was Rosalina Soda done by 
Mori River Band. He played it so well that 
some nimble footed comrades would take 
to the dance floor, showing their skills that 
even Alick Macheso, the Sungura 
maestro, Slomo and many others would 
have envied. After all, music was a 
lubricant for the revolution.
As Cde James Bond was strumming his 
'banjo' and singing. I decided to add flavor 
to the show. I took some old tin and plastic 
buckets, turned them upside down and 
with two sticks, I began to drum in rhythm 
to James Bond's melody. The rhythm just 
ticked. I had learnt to play traditional 
drums in church. My uncle Alex Jani 
(Thank you Uncle) had a band in Sakubva, 
Mutare and I would occasionally join him 
during rehearsals. That little experience I 
had gained of playing real drums came 
handy. 
Our commanders at Beira Air Force Base 

( M o c a m b i q u e )  a n d  l a t e r  o n  a t 
Nachingwea (Tanzania), Cde Martin 
Ndlovu (Cde Kwainona) and Cde Kasikai 
Gondo, the late, (May His Soul Rest in 
Peace) respectively, encouraged us to go 
further and form the ZANLA Band. 
During the struggle music played a pivotal 
role in uplifting the morale of the fighters. 
At the war front, in liberated and semi-
liberated zones singing at pungwes was 
used as part of teaching and mobilising the 
population. 
The initial line up of the band in Beira, 
Mocambique was Cde James Bond (lead 
guitar, lead vocals and song writer par 
excellence), Cde Ketai Muchawaya (lead 
vocals and prolific song writer), Cde 
Phainos (bass guitar) a gifted left handed 
bassist, Cde Dhembo Mapfumo (rhythm 
guitar) cool and down to earth fellow, Cde 
Tukunyu (backing vocals) everything he 
did was done with speed and we all know 
the dangers of speed! Cde Chenjerai 
(backing vocals and song writer) his voice 
and Ketai's produced quality vocal tunes, 
their voices blended naturally. 
Cde Black Santana (Oster Chinamatira) 
grew up in Bulawayo high density suburbs 
(Elokitshini) and had numerous dancing 
styles, he must have mustered the skills in 
the dusty streets of the township. I, Cde 
Big Sam Douglas Chaminuka was the 
drummer and band leader.

Birth of Kasongo Band Revisited

Lieutenant Colonel Simon Gwasha 
aka Cde Big Sam Douglas Chaminuka.
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The original Kasongo Band during its heydays in the early 1980s.
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n Tanzania the band had new members Inotably Cdes Chaka Jikiza (dancer 
and backing vocals), Ringo Star 

(rhythm guitar) and Rex Moto Moto 
(drums). These new members brought in a 
w i d e r  d i m e n s i o n  i n  s o u n d  a n d 
presentation. Cde Ringo had an acoustic 
guitar and played the instrument with the 
dexterity of a veteran, while Cde Chaka 
sang with a deep baritone voice and could 
dance exceptionally well. He also brought 
in the South African Simanje-Manje beat 
and dance styles popularised by Mahlatini 
and the Mahotella Queens. Cde Rex, 
whom I taught how to play drums, would 
regularly relieve me on drums since I was 
also into drama (acting).
Although we were using self-made 
instruments we produced quality music 
which entertained staff and trainees during 
the evening political orientation sessions. 
We also commemorated war time national 
days such as the death of Cde Herbert 
Chitepo, Nyadzonya Massacre and many 
others with drama and music.
Whilst in Tanzania, Nachingwea Training 
Camp Regiment 11, (Nyadzonia) during 
one of our rehearsals, a Tanzania Peoples 
Defence Force (TPDF) Training Officer 
came to listen to our music. He had with 
him a tape recorder and asked us to listen 
to one of his favourite songs. The song was 
good. He challenged us to play the song 
and gave us a week to prepare. He gave us 
his recorder and we quickly sat down and 
listened to the song several times. Cdes 
Ketai and Chenjerai were working on 
lyrics and the rest of us were individually 
working on our parts. At the end of the day 

we were done and we invited the captain. 
He was doubtful and surprised about our 
progress. But we had another huge 
surprise for him. We played the song, he 
shook his head in utter disbelief and called 
other TPDF officers' who were equally 
astonished. They were completely 
mesmerized. It was good, well copied and 
polished. The big surprise was that we 
c h a n g e d  t h e  l y r i c s  a n d  s a n g  a 
revolutionary song we called 'Chitepo'. 
The song was later recorded in Zimbabwe 
after independence and became an instant 
hit on Radio 2. 
The song we had copied and played so 
well was called KASONGO, done by the 
great Orchestra Super Mazembe. The 
Tanzanian captain was thrilled and gave 
the band a new name, “KASONGO 
BAND”.  He said, “Nyiye MaZimbabwe 
k u t o k a  l e y o ,  s a i z i ,  m u t a k u w a 
'KASONGO.' (Hey you Zimbabweans 
from today, I mean now, you are now 
called 'KASONGO'). 
After consultation with the commander, 
the captain's wish was granted. From that 
day the name stuck. Kasongo is a surname 
common in DRC, Tanzania and Zambia. It 
is used by the Bemba people in East and 
Central Africa and means bush buck. It is 
also used to describe and name tall and 
l e a n  w o m e n  i n  s o m e  o f  t h e s e 
communities.  
Most Kasongo Band's early Swahili hits of 
the 1980s were composed by Cdes James 
Bond, Ketai Muchawaya and Chenjerai. 
The songs were very popular and made the 
band a household name. Due to its unique 
East African flavoured melodies and stage 

choreography, the Kasongo Band became 
a brand everyone wanted to associate with. 
It was Kasongo music played at most 
social gatherings. The band has also left its 
mark in the townships, especially in 
Chitungwiza Unit 'M' where most band 
members were staying and had houses. 
That particular section is now called 
KuKasongo and the likes of Cdes Clint, 
Ketai Muchawaya among others, have 
houses there.  
However, I was not part of the Kasongo 
Band after independence but I remained a 
huge fan and loyal follower of the band. I 
would occasionally join the band on stage 
whenever I attended their shows. It was 
always great. I remain Kasongo to the 
bone! Let me take this opportunity to say, 
“Rest in Peace to all the departed members 
of the Kasongo Band, you played your part 
with distinction, your music and legacy 
lives on dear Comrades!” 
This is how Kasongo Band came into life 
during the struggle. The objective was to 
motivate, teach and entertain ourselves 
when not training. Never did we realise 
that the band one day would become one 
of the post-independence big names. To 
cap it all our gunners, the Artillery Brigade 
during the Mocambique Campaign named 
one of their Multiple Rocket Launchers, 
the 107mm Kasongo.
ASANTE SANA NDUGU ZANGU, 
M U N G U  A K U S A I D I Y E . 
T U TA O N A N A S I K U  I N G I N E ” 
“ T H A N K  Y O U  S O  M U C H  M Y 
FRIENDS, GOD BLESS. WE SHALL 
MEET ONE DAY.”  

...from page 32
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Kasongo Band was a liberation war musical brand that everyone wanted to associate with in the early 1980s.



he Presidential Guard Brigade TBand has been boosted with new 
members following the addition of 

two goat mascots. The newly recruited 
goat mascots, Lance Corporals Chimoio 
and Chikumbi, were presented to the 
Commander Presidential Guard Brigade, 
Brigadier General Fidelis Mhonda by the 
Director of Music Presidential Guard 
Band, Lieutenant Taurai Kawadza at a 
ceremony held at 2 Presidential Guard 
Battalion in Dzivarasekwa Barracks on 31 
December 2020. 
The goat mascots which were trained at 
the Military School of Music in Bulawayo, 
are expected to spice up and add another 
dimension to military ceremonial parades. 
In his remarks during the ceremony, 
Brigadier General Mhonda said “The 
integration of the goat mascots into the 
formation is a welcome development. In 
the Zimbabwe National Army, we used to 
have goat mascots at 1 Infantry Brigade in 
Bulawayo and these wooed crowds during 
ceremonial functions. As Presidential 
Guard Brigade, we have seen it fit to have 
ceremonial goat mascots. These mascots 
must be treated like any other soldier and 

share in the excitement, achievements and 
even enjoy the camaraderie among band 
members,” said Brigadier General 
Mhonda. 
The Deputy Commander Presidential 
Guard Brigade, Colonel Never Jones 
Makuyana chronicled the origins of the 
two mascots' names. “The names Chimoio 
and Chikumbi were derived from freedom 
camps where fighters who fought a 
protracted war of liberation for our 
independence were trained. It is in these 
camps where the fighters received 
rigorous training in guerrilla warfare and 
party ideology. In honour of our freedom 
fighters, the brigade named the mascots 
Chimoio and Chikumbi. It is with great 
pleasure and honour that we welcome our 
mascots and wish them all the best in 
executing the ceremonial tasks they were 
acquired for,” said Colonel Makuyana.
The Director of Music, Lieutenant 
Kawadza explained on the welfare of the 
goat  mascots .  “Mascots  a re  fed , 
maintained, kept and housed at the 
expense of the maintaining regiment. 
These mascots are entitled to the services 
of veterinary doctors available and looked 

after with public finances. The mascots 
have regimental or employee numbers as 
well as ranks just like any other soldier. 
They can be promoted upon good 
performance on duty or good behaviour. If 
the mascot dies, it is buried with full 
military honours,” he said.
The infusion of goat mascots into military 
bands is an age old tradition that has seen 
military mascots being part of military 
activities and programmes. Military 
mascots refer to pet animals maintained by 
a military unit for ceremonial purposes or 
as an emblem of the unit. A military 
mascot differs from other animals in that it 
is not employed for use directly in warfare 
or as a weapon. The phenomenon and 
evolution of the mascot goat is believed to 

thhave started in the 17  century. 

Saiko Chinehasha

Presidential Guard Welcomes Goat Mascots
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Lance Corporal Chimoio, the goat mascot is welcomed by Commander Presidential Guard, Brigadier General Fidelis Mhonda 
and staff at 2 Presidential Guard Battalion on 31 December 2020.










